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CORNELL INSTITUTE FOR FOOD SYSTEMS

Recruit Our Students
Guidance on Student Recruitment Opportunities

As global awareness grows around the essential role of food in human health and well-
being, the demand for skilled food scientists continues to rise. Cornell Food Science 
graduates pursue diverse and impactful careers across the food industry, as well as in 
government, policy, regulatory agencies, and academic institutions worldwide.

We’re here to support your recruiting efforts and connect you with our talented 
students and recent alumni. Below, you’ll find general guidance for engaging with 
Cornell Food Science talent. If you have specific needs or questions, we’re happy to 
provide additional information.

Thank you for your interest in partnering with us—we look forward to helping you 
connect with the next generation of food science professionals.

Connect with Cornell Food Science Talent
To reach students pursuing careers in Food Science, we encourage you to post your open positions 
on Cornell Handshake, the university’s student job and internship portal. Employers may post full-time 
roles, internships, and summer opportunities for Cornell students and recent alumni at no cost— 
with no limit to the number of postings.

If you already have a Handshake account, simply log in and add your job listings, making sure to select 
Cornell as a target school. If you’re new to the platform or need assistance setting up your account, 
please refer to this step-by-step guide.

In addition, we invite you to share opportunities in Happenings, the Department of Food Science’s weekly 
newsletter distributed to all Food Science students. To be included, please email your job or internship 
details to Garrett Downing at gdowning@cornell.edu.
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Engage with Cornell Food Science Students through Informational Events
Most food industry informational events at Cornell are organized by student-led Food Science clubs and 
are open to both undergraduate and graduate students. These events provide an excellent opportunity 
for companies to connect directly with students interested in careers in the food industry.

•	Undergraduate Events: Contact the Food Science Club at foodscienceclub.cornell@gmail.com

•	Graduate Student Events: Contact the Food Science Graduate Student Organization (FSGSO) at 
fsgso@cornell.edu

We encourage you to connect with these groups to coordinate company info sessions, networking 
events, or other student engagement opportunities.

CIFS-IPP Career Fair, Cornell Food Hackathon, 
and Other Industry Recruiting Opportunities
The Cornell Institute for Food Systems Industry Partnership Program (CIFS-IPP) hosts a Food Systems 
Career Fair each September exclusively for member companies, connecting them with ~200 motivated 
Cornell students from diverse majors interested in food industry careers. CIFS-IPP members and 
affiliates also receive personalized recruiting support to host on-campus info sessions and interviews, 
as well as student mentorship opportunities to build long-term talent pipelines.

The Cornell Institute for Food Systems also organizes the annual Cornell Food Hackathon, a product 
ideation and pitch competition that engages 150 students from across Cornell’s academic degree 
programs. This high-energy weekend event offers corporate partners sponsorship opportunities to 
connect with top student talent across food and plant science, nutrition, engineering, business, 
design, and other fields.

To explore how your company can engage with Cornell and strengthen your talent acquisition strategy, 
contact Rajni Aneja, Managing Director, CIFS-IPP at cifs-ipp@cornell.edu.

Our graduates are well-prepared to become the research leaders, innovators, and technical experts needed to ensure the 
sustainable availability of a safe, nutritious, affordable, and high-quality food supply for people throughout New York State, 
the nation, and the world. For the last several years, 97-100% of our graduates have found a placement in industry or 
graduate school within 6 months of completing our undergraduate program.
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