
Food Safety Begins on the Farm: A Grower Self Assessment of Food Safety Risks 

Farm 
Biosecurity 

FARM BIOSECURITY 
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Farm Biosecurity 

Biosecurity for growers and 
packers now means prevent-
ing intentional contamination 
of the operation, people or pro-
duce with chemical or 
biological agents. The United 
States government is active in 
introducing laws and recom-
mendations to increase the 
biosecurity of domestic as well 
as imported produce. As a 
grower and packer of fruits 
and vegetables you need to be 

aware of the risks your operation faces. To reduce these risks there 
are several steps you can take to protect your operation, employees, 
and commodities. The following is not a comprehensive list, but 
represents areas to investigate and develop strategies to reduce 
risks to your operation. 

● Employee hiring. Develop a process to thoroughly check 
the background of prospective employees to insure they do 
not intend to damage your operation or commodity. 

● Building security. Maintain control of your packinghouse 
and surrounding buildings by locking the doors and 
restricting access only to employees and associates who 
need to be present to successfully grow, harvest, pack and 
transport your commodities. Other strategies include use of 
fencing, cameras and surveillance. The goal is to insure no 
trespassing or tampering with production and packing areas. 

● Visitor protocols. Have a plan in place for all farm visitors. 
This could include a central check-in location, posted signs 
to direct visitors to appropriate locations, guest badges, and 
written expectations for behavior while visiting your facility. 

● Visual vigilance. Always be aware of your farm, 
packinghouse, fields under cultivation and other farm 
property. If you notice unfamiliar people or vehicles, 
investigate the situation. Although it is unlikely your 
operation will be targeted for terrorist activity, it has become 
a national concern especially since you produce fruits and 
vegetables for people all over the world. 

● Chemical storage. When not in use, keep all agricultural 
chemicals stored in secure buildings which are kept locked. 
Limit keys and access to these buildings to designated 
employees. 

● Public Health, Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness 
Response Act of 2002. New federal regulation spelled out 
in this act require some food producers to register their 
operation with the FDA. The rules and regulations for 
registration are specific, so consult the act directly to assess 
how it impacts your operation. 

Visit the following website for additional information: 
http://www.fda.gov/oc/bioterrorism/bioact.html 

http://www.fda.gov/oc/bioterrorism/bioact.html


Farm Biosecurity 
Good Agricultural Practices Practices Requiring Attention 

Management 
Area 

Best 
Practice 

Minor Adjustments 
Needed 

Concerns Exist; 
Examine Practice 

Needs Improvement: 
Prioritize Changes Here 

Building security Farm and packing shed 
buildings are locked when 
not occupied AND access to 
keys is restricted to 
designated farm personnel. 

Farm and packing shed 
buildings are locked when 
not occupied BUT access to 
keys is not restricted. 

Farm and packing shed 
buildings are not locked. 

Visitor protocols There are visitor protocols 
that limit and monitor access 
of all non-employees. These 
protocols are documented 
and all employees are 
aware of them. 

There are visitor protocols, 
but they are not 
documented and only some 
employees know they exist. 

Visitors come and go as 
they please and are not 
monitored while on the farm 
or in the packing shed. 

Employee hiring Standards for employee 
hiring were developed with 
consideration for biosecurity. 

Standards for employee 
hiring exist, but biosecurity 
has never specifically been 
considered. 

The farm is under staffed so 
any available workers are 
hired immediately. 

Farm vigilance All employees are trained to 
notify their supervisor if they 
see suspicious vehicles or 
people, unusual product, or 
suspicious packages on the 
farm, in the packing shed, or 
around farm buildings. 

Management personnel 
have been trained to report 
unfamiliar vehicles or people 
that may be on farm 
property. 

Farm vigilance and 
biosecurity are not a 
concern or discussed. 
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Farm Biosecurity 
Good Agricultural Practices Practices Requiring Attention 
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Best 
Practice 

Minor Adjustments 
Needed 

Concerns Exist; 
Examine Practice 

Needs Improvement: 
Prioritize Changes Here 

Public Health, Security 
and Bioterrorism 
Preparedness and 
Response Act of 2002 

Farm owner, operator, or 
manager is aware of the Act 
and understands how their 
operation is affected. 

Not aware of the Act or how 
it impacts food production 
and distribution. 

Registration of food 
production facility 

Farm operation qualifies as 
a food production facility 
under Public Health, 
Security and Bioterrorism 
Preparedness and 
Response Act of 2002 and 
has been registered. 

Not aware of the Act or that 
the farm may need to be 
registered. 
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Farm Biosecurity Action Plan 
Date: __________________ Reviewer: _____________________________________ Field or Commodity: _______________________________ 

Management 
Area 

Your Plans to Reduce Risks 

Action for 
Improvement 

Person 
Responsible 

Estimated 
Cost 

Target 
Date 

Building security 

Visitor protocols 

Employee hiring 

Farm vigilance 

Public Health, Security and 
Bioterrorism Preparedness and 
Response Act of 2002 
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Registration of food production 
facility 
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